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Abstract:  (LIMIT 500 WORDS – please provide on a floppy disc)


{The narrative must include a complete description of the project, since each progress or final report replaces all previous reports submitted to the RDIS for the project.  The following information should be included in each abstract.  Please follow the required format below.}

Objectives:  {Provide a clear statement of the precise objective or question addressed in the study.  If more than one objective is addressed, the main objective should be indicated and only key secondary objectives stated.}
Research Plan: {Describe the design of the study indicating, as appropriate, use of randomization, blinding, criterion standards for diagnostic tests, temporal direction (retrospective or prospective), economic evaluations (cost-effectiveness/cost-benefit analysis), etc.}

Methodology:  {For clinical studies, indicate the study setting, including the level of clinical care (for example, primary or tertiary; private practice or institutional).  State selection procedures, entry criteria, and numbers of study subjects entering and finishing the study.  Indicate if the hypothesis being reported was formulated during or after data collection.}

Findings:  {Please indicate “none” for initial reports.  State the main result of the study. State only those conclusions of the study that are supported directly by data, or whether additional study is required before the information should be used.  Equal emphasis must be given to positive and negative findings of equal scientific merit.}
Clinical Significance:  {Include a statement describing the project’s possible clinical relationship.  Discuss the anticipated contributions of the proposed study in terms of products or outcomes; i.e., how the study results may be used in the VA health care system.}
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